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<Abstract>
An Exegetical Consideration of the Korean Translation
of Philippians 2:10

Prof. Chung-Hyeon Cho
(Nam Seoul University)

The purpose of this article is to propose an alternative interpretation on Paul’s
triadic adjective expression, émovpaviov kel émyelwv kol keteyxBoviwv (Phil
2:10), which has been taken as masculine in the tradition of the Korean
protestant Bible-translation.

For this, first of all, the whole poetic passage of Philippians 2:6-11 is placed
within a broad context of 1:27-2:18, which is regarded as Paul’s first exhortative
section. In this section, Paul is concerned with the two problems that Philippian
church faces, that is, external persecution and internal disunity. Because these
two problems are interwoven throughout the epistle, they are not treated
separately by Paul. Therefore, Philippians 2:6-11, which is the center of the
whole exhortative section, cannot be grasped simply by a limited category of
ethical humiliation. Rather, this passage is to be understood in terms of God’s
sovereign lordship.

There are several good reasons to take Paul’s triadic phrase as masculine.
Initially, the point of Paul’s triadic expression is to stress not classification or
some specific cosmology, but the universality of the following proclamation. In
other words, Paul uses the triadic phrase to describe the whole creation, whether
animate or inanimate, as joining in the heavenly worship. Secondly, the verbal
links between Philippians 2:6-11 and 3:20-21 support the position of taking the
phrase as neutral. The phrase mav yovv kapym ktA (2:10-11) corresponds to tod
SvooBol adtov kel Umotafel odt® Tt mavte (3:21). Thirdly, the theme ‘All
things are subject to God’ is also found elsewhere in Pauline writings. In 1
Corinthians 15:27-28 and Ephesians 1:22, for example, Paul uses this theme on
the basis of Psalm 8:6. Lastly, the Philippians threefold division of the universe
reflects the OT view of the totality of God’s creation.

In conclusion, Paul introduces this problematic phrase into Philippians 2:10 to
emphasize the totality of God’s creation. Paul’s triadic expression envisages all
creatures, no matter what they may be, as joining in confession that Jesus Christ
is the Lord. Therefore, the phrase should be translated into Korean without

losing such a contextual orientation.
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